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neous; and obviously, the pervading judgments of conduct
based on such estimates must be distorted. Mark the
anomalies of opinion produced.

If, as the sequence of a malady contracted in pursuit of
illegitimate gratification, an attack of iritis injures vision,
the mischief is to be counted among those entailed by
immoral conduct; but if, regardless of protesting sensations,
the eyes are used in study too soon after ophthalmia, and
there follows blindness for years or for life, entailing not only
personal unhappiness but a burden on others, moralists
are silent. The broken leg which a drunkard's accident
causes, counts among those miseries brought on self and
family by intemperance, which form the ground for repro-
bating it; but if anxiety to fulfil duties prompts the
continued use of a sprained knee spite of the pain, and
brings on a chronic lameness involving lack of exercise,
consequent ill-health, inefficiency, anxiety, and unhappiness,
it is supposed that ethics has no verdict to give in the
matter. A student who is plucked because he has spent
in amusement the time -and money that should have
gone in study, is blamed for thus making parents
unhappy and preparing for himself a miserable future;
but another who, thinking exclusively of claims on him,
reads night after night with hot or aching head, and,
breaking down, cannot take his degree, but returns home
shattered in health and unable to support himself, is
named with pity only, as not subject to any moral judg-
ment; or rather, the moral judgment passed is wholly
favourable.

Thus recognizing the evils caused by some kinds of con-
duct only, men at large, and moralists as exponents of
their beliefs, ignore the suffering and death daily caused
around them by disregard of that guidance which has
established itself in the course of evolution. Led by the
tacit assumption, common to Pagan stoics and Christian
ascetics, that we are so diabolically organized that pleasures